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Soon it will be time to set the clocks forward for Sunday, March 13th when Daylight Saving Time 
begins. Please mark your calendars to attend and invite family, friends and 
others to participate at one or more of these and other church events: Soup 
and Sandwich Luncheon to benefit Habitat for Humanity on March 6th; 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper March 8th where we will be sharing a 
meal, fellowship and assembling health kits; Ash Wednesday worship 
March 9th, Chorister‘s Guild children‘s music concert at 2 pm on March 
12th. Additional details can be found on inside pages of this newsletter. 
The worship committee has provided April dates to help you plan ahead 
and prepare for Lent and Easter activities and worship. 

As part of a faith community we are family. No one stands alone through life events, we are in 
the presence of God and touched by the power of the Holy Spirit working in the lives of others 
who reach out to surround us with reminders of God‘s loving care. 

Look at the world with a vision magnified by the power of faith deep within you. 
 
Remember all the good God has done for you in the past; visualize all the good God will do 
for you in the future. Lord, open my eyes to the love around me, and help me see how much 
You love me through others. AMEN 

I call on you, O God, for you will answer me; give ear to me and hear my prayer.  
– Psalm 17:6 

“First of all, there should be prayers offered.” – 1 Tim. 2:1 

Pray for one another . . .  – James 5:16  

 
    GOLDEN HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

         210 Elm Street, Bridgeport, CT 06604 
http://www.goldenhill.org 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Grace and Peace to you in the name of Jesus 
Christ! 

The focus of Jesus‘ teaching in the Gospel of Mat-
thew, Chapter six, is on doing all the right things, for 
all the wrong reasons, and how that can diminish 
the rightness of the right actions. In that Gospel, Je-
sus advises piety, but not for the reason of being 
praised by others. Jesus advises prayer, but not for 
the reason of impressing others. Jesus advises 
fasting, but not for the reason of showing off to oth-
ers. Of course, Jesus lived in a different day and 
age than we do. We may feel inclined to show off 
our new houses, our new cars, or our new clothes, 
but we rarely feel the reward of showing off our pie-
ty. If anything, Jesus might counsel us to be a bit 
more public than we are with our piety, so that oth-
ers might learn from us. In this day and age, reli-
gious fervor is not a show off sort of thing; showing 
off is not likely to motivate us to greater piety. 

The question for us then is why do we practice spir-
itual discipline during Lent? Let me give you several 
answers: we practice spiritual disciplines more at 
Lent than at other times because it is traditional. We 
grew up doing it. We practice spiritual disciplines 
during Lent because we feel we ought to. We prac-
tice spiritual disciplines during Lent because we‘re 
either hopeful of wracking up a few extra points with 
God if we do, or we‘re fearful of getting a few extra 
demerits from God if we don‘t. We practice spiritual 
disciplines during Lent because that practice marks 
what ―tribe‖ we‘re in – we‘re Christians and moreo-
ver, we‘re more than Christians – Easter Christians. 
We practice spiritual disciplines during Lent be-
cause it makes us feel like better Christians than 
the Christians who are Christians in name only. 

Some of these reasons for practicing spiritual disci-
plines during Lent are not all that bad. I‘m one who 
thinks there‘s nothing wrong with doing something, 
just because we ought to do it. But something tells 
me that Jesus would tell us that we‘re missing the 
boat if we practice spiritual disciplines during Lent, 
or at any other time of year, for any reason save 
one. 

Jesus clearly felt that there was a reward to be had 
if people practiced spiritual disciplines for the 
RIGHT reason. He warned that we wouldn‘t get our 

reward from God if we practice these disciplines 
for the wrong reason. It seems, furthermore that 
getting this reward is the only reason we should 
be practicing the disciplines. 

So what is the reward? It is a close walk with 
God. Reconciling ourselves to God is the only 
reason that makes sense for practicing the spir-
itual disciplines. Note that God has already rec-
onciled Godself to us. It is we, ourselves, who 
get in the way. We‘re too busy reconciling our 
bank accounts, most of the time, to pay much 
attention to reconciling ourselves to God. So we 
miss out on the relationship. That‘s the reward 
for the spiritual disciplines. The reward – the ab-
solutely wonderful, stupendous, knock-you-off-
your-feet reward for practicing spiritual disci-
plines is that we suddenly know God. We know 
God. That‘s a whole lot different from hearing tell 
about God. We KNOW God. Knowing God is as 
different from knowing about God, as knowing a 
friend is – from merely hearing about a person. 

The incredible message of the Gospel is that 
God really, really wants to be in a honest-to-
goodness relationship with us. The incredible 
message of the Gospel is that God has cleared 
away all the barriers to that relationship, except 
one. That one exception is our free will. God will 
not override our free will, in order to force the re-
lationship. 

So practice spiritual disciplines during Lent, and 
let that practice be for the right reason. Let the 
practice of spiritual disciplines during Lent be on-
ly the beginning, the training for the practice of 
those disciplines through the rest of the year, 
and through the rest of life, so that for the rest of 
life, we may have a relationship with God. 

I urge you then to attend our weekly worship ser-
vices this season. But, don‘t attend them just be-
cause you should. Attend them because you 
want to be open to that lifelong relationship with 
God, that God wants so much for us to have!!! 

Peace, Taka  
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Weekenders Backpack Update 
 

Golden Hill‘s United Methodist Women and 
students at Longfellow School thank all of you 
for your continuing support for the Weekend-
ers Backpack program, especially in these 
economic challenging times.  

I am reminded of this New Testament pas-
sage, Luke 5:5-11: 

Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard 
all night and haven’t caught anything. But be-
cause you say so, I will let down the nets.”  

When they had done so, they caught such a 
large number of fish that their nets began to 
break. So they signaled their partners in the 
other boat to come and help them, and they 
came and filled both boats so full that they be-
gan to sink.  

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ 
knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I 
am a sinful man!” For he and all his compan-
ions were astonished at the catch of fish they 
had taken, and so were James and John, the 
sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.  

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; 
from now on you will fish for people.” So they 
pulled their boats up on shore, left everything 
and followed him.  

You have truly helped 
Christ by helping these 
children at Longfellow 
School, God Bless you, for 
this will come back to you 
ten fold.  

Yvette Richardson 

The Tower is a monthly newsletter of the Golden Hill 
United Methodist Church, 210 Elm Street, Bridgeport, 
CT. Submission deadline for articles is the 15th day of 
the month. Editor: Jenny McLachlan 
Contributors to this issue: Mary Agostino, Becki Ander-
son, Dick Dmochowski, Pastor Takayuki Ishii, Phyllis 
Machledt, Melodye Merola, Daniel Pettit, Council of 
Churches of Greater Bridgeport, Yvette Richardson 

Participate in March 8th Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, Health Kits  

 Please sign up to attend the UMW sponsored 
March 8th Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper then 
join your church family and friends in Locke Hall for 
pancakes and participate afterwards when we as-
semble health kits.  Please bring your donations of 
Soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, combs, 

washcloths and hand towels. There will be a box in 
the narthex and lounge where you can leave your 
donations in advance. Yvette Richardson is coordi-
nating the health kits that will be assembled by vol-
unteers.  

Make your reservations early (see reservation form 
below). Watch for additional information in the Grace 
Notes. Pancake Supper Prices are $5.00 for Adults, 
$2.50 for children under 12, and $20.00 for family. 

Health Kit Needs Checklist  

 Bar soap   Shampoo   Deodorant 

 Toothpaste  Comb     Wash cloth 

 Hand towel 

- - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   - - - - - - - - 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Reservation 

I / We plan to attend: (list name)  

______________________________________ 

      
# of Adults ___            # of Children ______ 

Phone number or email address:  

___________________________________ 

Reservations can be turned into church office or 
made via phone 203-336-0152. 
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IN JANUARY, DESPITE THE COLD & SNOW, DIG WE MUST OUTSIDE THE CHURCH 
The snow was no obstacle for Absolute Tank Removal‘s crew. They worked their plan to abandon our old, 
underground Oil Storage Tank in an environmentally sound manner. Their work consisted of pumping out 
the residual oil, washing down the inside of the tank, removing all piping, taking soil samples from below 
the tank, filling the tank with a solid polymer foam and backfilling the hole; phew! Since then, the laborato-
ry test results of the soil samples confirm there was no contamination. The Trustees were concerned the 
1970‘s era tank was at the end of its useful life and a potential pollution source should it develop a leak. 
This was the right time to do this since we had been using natural gas as our only fuel source for some 
time. Gas is a cheaper fuel than oil and expected to stay less expensive for the foreseeable future.  

Parking Lot Changes 

Beginning March 1, the Elm 
Street parking lot will no 
longer be accessible due to 
the start of building renova-
tions.  If you have a gate 
opener for the Elm Street 
parking lot, please stop by 
the church office to have it 
reprogrammed to allow you 
to park in the upper lot on 
Golden Hill Street.  

The Elm Street 
lower lot is not 
expected to be 
available for use 
until September.  

On behalf of UMW members 
I want to thank Ruth Hurd 
and Evelyn Ostberg for their 
organization and distribution 
of the Valentine cookies to 
the shut in‘s, as well as help 
from the UMYF and those 
who baked the delicious 
cookies.   

As the new  year continues, 
we look forward to having 
more women join us. This 
year a few ladies are partici-
pating in a reading program, 
to hear more about it con-
tacts the Co-Presidents for 
further information.   

On the UMW Connecticut District level, we had the Winter Gathering at 
the Westport UMC, the topic was ―Building up the beloved community: 
say no to hate crime and bullying‖, with speaker Susan Delaney who is 
the Director of Peace Works, the Medical Advocacy Project, the Volun-
teer Project, and the Training Advocacy Project for the Domestic Vio-
lence Crisis Center of Norwalk and Stamford.  Susan has been working 
in the field of domestic violence advocacy for twenty years and has been 
extensively involved in program development, community outreach and 
professional training. 

Our next meeting is April 10, 2011. May God Continue to bless each of 
you.  For more information about UMW, contact Yvette Richardson and 
Diana Crosdale Co-Presidents. 

Yvette Richardson, United Methodist Women 

UMW highlight recent and upcoming events locally & at district 
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By now you have received Taka‘s letter announc-
ing and relating the reasons for his retirement at 
the end of June. It is with great sadness and re-
gret that the SPRC accept his notice of intent.   

First, let me assure you that this was solely 
Taka‘s decision, not SPRC, the District Superin-
tendent, the Bishop, or anything that we did as a 
congregation that affected his decision.  As you 
may recall, Taka had back surgery prior to the 
start of his ministry at Golden Hill, and those of 
us who have been around him for extended peri-
ods of time can see the obvious pain he is in from 
being in one position for too long.   

We respect his decision, and are happy that after 
30 something years in ministry he can retire, and 
hopefully get into a daily routine that will allow 
him to exercise regularly and relieve him of some 
of the pain. 

Taka has accomplished much in the short time 
that he‘s been here. He has demonstrated strong 
leadership, which had gotten us to a place where 
he facilitated us making the tough decisions in 
order to make the necessary repairs to the 
church.  We are disappointed that he will not be 
here to see the completion of the work he started, 
but hopefully he will be able to attend the conse-
cration of the completed renovation.  Knowing 
Taka, he will track the progress on our website.  

The Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) 
will work with the District Superintendent and the 
Bishop to select a new appointee who will be a 
good fit for Golden Hill.  We require a pastor who 
can keep a steady hand on the wheel as we 
forge ahead with the major renovation project, 
and at the same time continuing and strengthen-
ing our ministries. We will keep you fully informed 
of any development in the appointment of Taka‘s 
successor, and keep you apprised of the pro-
gress and plans for a retirement event for him as 
well. 

It is understandable that you may have ques-
tions, concerns and comments. Please do not 

hesitate to address them to me, any member of the 
committee or Taka. 

The SPRC Committee members are Barbara Stin-
son, Roena Littlejohn, Pam Hoffman, John 
Machledt, Reginald Roberts, June Sibley-Prusak, 
Allen Corry, and Isabel Trudeau. 

As we prepare for yet another transition, we ask that 
you pray for Taka and his wife, Jeannette as they 
get ready to retire from active ministry.  Please pray 
for Golden Hill and each and everyone of us that we 
will continue to be strong, and not falter in our sup-
port of the church and our service to the Lord. 

Opal M. Crosdale 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 

Staff Parish Relations Committee prepares for Taka‘s Retirement 

Transition ahead at Golden Hill with new pastor arriving in July 

IN THIS ISSUE… 
 

From the Pastor  ................................................. 2 
Souper Bowl of Caring Food Drive ..................... 5 
Staff Parish Relations Committee ....................... 5 
Church Calendar ................................................ 6 
Council of Churches News ................................. 7 
Youth Fellowship ................................................ 8 
Music at Golden Hill  .......................................... 8 
Lent, Palm Sunday, Easter at Golden Hill .......... 9 
Soup & Sandwich Luncheon Fundraiser .......... 10 

Elizabeth Martin, Chairman 
of the annual Souper Bowl of 
Caring Food Drive, sends a 
big "thank you" to Golden Hill 
members who donated 64 
canned goods and $94 in 
monetary donations for a total of $158 for the 
event.  The money and food will go to Community 
Suppers, the Weekenders backpack program, and 
St. Luke's Food Pantry. If you missed the Souper 
Bowl Food Drive, you can still donate to Golden Hill 
UMC and put "Souper Bowl" in the memo line of 
your check. 

―Souper Bowl‖ Sunday Results 
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March 1  Confirmation, 6:30 pm  

March 2  Community Supper, 5:00 pm 
  Hope is Here, 6:00 pm 
  Taize, 6:30 pm, Chapel 

March 3 Evergreen Network, 3:30 pm 

March 6 Soup & Sandwich Luncheon, Noon 

March 7 Stewardship, 6:30 pm 
 Building & Property, 7:30 pm 

March 8 Confirmation, 6:30 pm  
 SPRC, 7:30 pm 

March 9 ASH WEDNESDAY Service 12:15  
 or 7:00 pm 
 Community Supper, 5:00 pm 

March 10 Evergreen Network, 3:30 pm 

March 11 Chorister‘s Guild Board of Directors 

March 12 Chorister‘s Guild Children‘s Music Event 

March 14 Worship & Arts, 7:00 pm 

March 15 Finance 7:30 pm 

March 16 Community Supper, 5:00 pm 
 Hope is Here, 6:00 pm 
 Taize, 6:30 pm, Chapel 

March 17 Evergreen Network, 3:30 pm 
 Trustees, 7:30 pm 

March 22 Confirmation, 6:30 pm  
 Church Council, 7:30 pm 

March 23 Community Supper, 5:00 pm 
 Taize, 6:30 pm, Chapel 

March 26 UMYF, 30 Hour Famine, Midnight through 
 March 27 6 AM    

March 29 Confirmation, 6:30 pm  

March 30 Community Supper, 5:00 pm 
  Taize, 6:30 pm, Chapel 

March 31 Evergreen Network, 3:30 pm  

These  recommendations for children’s books 
are provided by Becki Anderson, a Golden Hill 
member who is also a school librarian. 
 
Tacky Goes to Camp, by Helen Lester.  Grades 
Kindergarten through 2.  Tacky, the odd pen-
guin, is back with a new adventure with a trip to 
summer camp and scary camp stories that are 
coming to life. 
 
Edgar & Ellen:  Rare Beasts, by Charles Ogden.  
Grades 3-5.  Edgar and Ellen are twins whose 
parents have left them to fend for themselves.  
When they find they are short on funds, they de-
cide to kidnap other people‘s pets and transform 
them into exotic animals. 
  
Adventures in Cartooning, by James 
Sturm.  Grades 2-5.  This book combines simple 
lessons in cartooning into an adventure present-
ed in a cartoon format.  "Cartooning is what 
happens when you send your drawings off on 
an adventure!" 

Children‘s  
Book Corner 

Trustees Continue the Stop & 
Shop Gift Card Fundraiser 

MARCH MADNESS is here! 

 Which 64 teams will go to the NCAA tourna-
ment?  

 Who will be the Final Four?  
 Where will we buy our TV snacks?  
The answer to the last question is easy. Stop ‗n 
Shop of course! Make sure you have S&S Cards 
in your wallet and you can rest assured you will 
not run out of munchies and cooling beverages 
when the play gets hot.  

Should you have questions about this program, 
stop by and ask us – better yet, ask one of your 
friends who participates – they are all around you! 
It‘s easy! Cards are sold after chapel and before 
the 10:30AM service each Sunday. Melodye also 
has a limited number of cards available during the 

week.  GO UCONN ! 
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Project Learn ~ turning students into scholars 
Project Learn has been chosen as one of three 
community programs to benefit from the funds 
raised by Fabrics and Fabrications – a Quilt Ex-
hibit at Southport Congregational Church, which 
will take place from March 3 to March 5th , with a 
Preview Party on Thursday, March 3 from 6 to 8 
pm. Quilts will be displayed in the Sanctuary and 
Chapel.  There will also be a Fabrications Boutique 
offering handmade needlepoint, quilted and knitted 
treasures for sale.  For more information, visit web-
site: www.fabricsandfabrications.org.  Come enjoy 
the exhibit and support Project Learn at the same 
time! 

CO-OP Center: creating second chances     
Art from Prison Auction includes fabulous addi-
tional prizes!  

Beyond the unique and exceptional art work donat-
ed by the artists from the Prison Arts Program, our 
5

th
 Annual Art from Prison Auction includes some 

terrific prizes you can bid on. Here are some exam-
ples: 

 Wish someone Happy Birthday, propose to 
someone, or send a message to the world on 
an Electronic Billboard for one week. Donated 
by LAMAR Advertising. 

 Set sail on a late afternoon summer cruise for 
four on the racing yacht, Galadriel, out of South-
port harbor. Enjoy a refreshing sail on the 
Sound and delectable refreshments. Donated 
by Captain John Santa. 

 Frame your family portrait created by profes-
sional photographer, Hugh Smith. 

 Improve your golf game with a round of golf and 
instruction with former Racebrook Country Club 
professional, Dennis Gorelick. 

 Aim high with an Intro to Shotgun Shooting or, 
for experienced marksmen, a tutorial in Shoot-
ing Sporting Clays with Ed Davies. 

 Create something memorable with an in-home 
cooking lesson with Chef Jonathan Mathias. 

Visit www.ccgb.org to bid on these items and plan 
on coming to the closing auction and reception at 
305 K Gallery, 305 Knowlton St., Bridgeport on Fri-
day, March 25 from 5:30 – 7 pm. 

Janus Center for Youth in Crisis: caring  for 
Youth in Crisis  

The Janus Center for Youth in Crisis seeks a full-
time Case Manager.  Competitive candidates will 
have a Bachelors Degree in Human Services or 
related field, experience working in youth services, 
ability to work independently with people of all ra-
cial and ethnic backgrounds, and strong interper-
sonal skills.  Interested applicants, with a desire to 
help ―at-risk‖ youth and their families, will email a 
current resume and cover letter electronically to 
richettaj@ccgb.org. Please put Janus Center Di-

rector/ Case Manager in the subject line.  

Hunger Outreach: coordinating area feeding initi-
atives 

The Hunger Outreach Network, coordinated by 
The Council of Churches, is a point of contact for 
food donations and volunteer service to 37 area 
feeding programs.  If you are interested in organiz-
ing a non-perishable food drive, call 203.334.1121 
and ask to receive a list of the registered programs 
with contact information.    

Please Save These Dates:  
April 3: The 2011 Annual Youth Conference, de-
signed to engage members of your senior high 
youth groups ~ through facilitated dialogue, the 
teens will explore the various aspects of ―Identity.‖ 
Location: Sacred Heart University, 5151 Park 
Ave., Fairfield, CT  06824,   Free refreshments 
and pizza supper provided. Register with 
richettaj@ccgb.org or call 203.334.1121. Recep-
tion: 1:30 p.m.  Conference: 2—6 p.m. 

April 7: CCGB‘s Spring Fling FUNdraiser, at the 
Downtown Cabaret Theatre featuring Nunset 
Boulevard. As part of the evening‘s program, 
Nichols United Methodist Church will be hon-
ored with The Council of Churches‘ 2011 Faith 
and Community Award.  Ticket will cost the 
same as last year at $65 per person including pre-
show reception with appetizers and beverages. 

News & Notes from the Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport 
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UMYF 
All youth entering  

grades 7 through 12!!!! 
 
The United Methodist Youth Fellow-
ship (UMYF) is open to all young people entering 
grades 7 through 12. UMYF meets at the church 
each Sunday evening from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. for 
worship, fellowship, service, games and all 
around fun. Activities and fundraisers are planned 
throughout the year and include day trips, over-
night excursions and service activities.  If you‘ve 
never come down, plan to join us soon; if you‘ve 
been to every meeting since your first, just mark 
your calendar.  To learn more, speak with Melo-
dye Merola, current UMYF President Akalia 
Chambers or Vice President Sean Carnegie. 

Youth to participate in 30 Hour Famine 

Golden Hill‘s UMYF participation in a 30 Hour 
Famine in past years has raised awareness for 
hunger issues and generous sponsors have pro-
vided funds which have been donated to various 
outreach ministries locally and globally. This 
year‘s event will be observed by the youth from 
March 26-27. Our energetic church youth are giv-
ing up food for 30 hours during Lent to raise mon-
ey for one or more organizations.  

The 30 hour famine is an international youth 
movement to fight hunger. Today, 25,000 
kids under age 5 will die - most of them from pre-
ventable causes like hunger, poverty, and dis-
ease. That's one child every three seconds. The 
empty stomach our youth will experience during 
this 30 hour famine raises awareness and can 
help make a difference in the world. See Grace 
Notes for details on how you can sponsor the 
youth and to find out what organizations will bene-
fit. 

♫Golden Hill Music Notes ♪ ♫  

On Saturday, March 12, the Central Connecti-
cut Choristers Guild is sponsoring an all-day 
children's music program at Golden Hill. It will 
start at 9:00 AM and conclude with a concert at 
2:00 PM. The concert includes songs for the en-
tire church year for Youth Choir starting with Ad-
vent through Easter.  These songs will be per-
formed by a combined children‘s choir of over 
100 singers, Golden Hill’s Steel Band, Hand-
bell Choir, and Liturgical Dancers.    

We hope many Golden 
Hillers will come out that 
day to support our own 
Young Glory Singers, 
Steel Drum Band, and 
Handbell Choir!  The 
Young Glory Singers have 
participated in past years 
at this same event. 

If you have some available time during the 
day, we could use your help with hospitali-
ty.  The children will be in the building all day, 
and will need guidance to different areas for pro-
gram activities, rehearsing, eating lunch, 
etc.  Although they have been asked to bring a 
lunch, we also plan to have some food and bev-
erages on hand in case anyone may for-
get.  Please talk to Mary Agostino (203-268-
7699) or Opal Crosdale (203-878-7371) if you 
can help people get to where they need to be or 
help make sure everyone is fed. 

On March 12, let's give our visitors a great day at 
Golden Hill! 

GOLDEN HILL ADMINISTRIVIA 
The office phone number is 203-336-0152;  

the fax is 203-336-9457 
HOW TO REACH US ONLINE!! 

 

Pastor ISHII@goldenhill.org 
Melodye outreach@goldenhill.org 
Dan  music@goldenhill.org 
Church Office office@goldenhill.org  
The Tower tower@goldenhill.org 

APRIL “TOWER” DEADLINE  
Our submission deadline for the April issue of The 
Tower newsletter will be March 15. Please include 
your name and committee or organization with your 
submission. Please submit your articles via email 
to: tower@goldenhill.org or place in the blue folder 
in the church office. 
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“…and our witness.” 

The addition of ―and our witness‖ to our member-
ship vow is a critical one for our times. It is also 
one that some of us find challenging to do. How-
ever, think of how important it has been to hear 
the faith statements and memories of others that 
led us, individually and corporately, to live out 
our lives as Christians and as United Methodists. 
Our grandparents, parents, other adults and chil-
dren told us their stories and beliefs. We  lis-
tened and their stories became part of our story. 

Here is an opportunity to live out that promise to 
witness and to give others the gift of your faith 
story. If you are familiar with public radio‘s ―Story 
Corps‖ or ―This I Believe‖ projects, you will al-
ready be familiar with the method and the pro-
found meaning of telling and hearing people‘s 

Behind the Scenes at Golden Hill 

Church Historian Seeks To Record Faith Stories & Memories 

stories.) You are invited to tell a faith story or two, 
(alone or bring a friend) and be recorded so that 
others may hear. Anyone can do it. You may not 
think you have a story to tell, but we have ―story 
starters‖ if you need help. For instance, you might 
want to consider telling about how you came to join 
Golden Hill, or childhood memories of church school 
or why you continue to attend church. 

These recordings will be kept in the church historical 
collections, but could also be used by meeting lead-
ers for devotional times, by the church school, etc. 

Please consider being part of the Golden Hill lega-
cy!  You may contact me via email to 
jane.wakeman@yahoo.com or in person for ques-
tions or to arrange a time to meet. 

Jane Wakeman, Church Historian 

Lent, Holy Week and Easter are fast approach-
ing.  Here are some dates to put on your calen-
dar now.  We‘re hoping for maximum participa-
tion as always, but especially since Taka will be 
leaving us at the end of June.  Let‘s make this 
Easter season memorable for him. Please con-
sider inviting others to join us at Golden Hill dur-
ing Lent. 
 
Ash Wednesday, March 9:  Worship at 12:15 
PM and again at 7:00 PM, with Communion and 
the optional imposition of ashes. 
 
Palm Sunday, April 17: Chapel and 10:30 
Sanctuary worship.  Entry with palms at the 
10:30 service. Taka will preach at both services. 
 
Holy Thursday, April 21:  Foot-washing and 
Sanctuary worship with communion.   
 
Good Friday, April 22:  Walking Stations of 
the Cross, arriving at Golden Hill for the annual 

Council of Churches service, 12 noon until 3:00 
PM. If you would like to be part of the Stations of 
the Cross, please speak to Mary Agostino or 
Melodye Merola. 
 
Prayer Vigil – 3:00 PM Good Friday, 
April 22 through 6:00 AM Easter 
Morning, April 24. 
 
Easter Sunday, April 24: (3 options) 
 
Sunrise service at St. Mary’s By the Sea.  
Time will be determined in consultation with the 
Old Farmer‘s Almanac.  We‘re hoping it will be 
warmer than in the past few years! 
 
Chapel  worship at 8:30 AM 
 
Sanctuary worship at 10:30 
AM with special music.  
 

Worship Updates for Lent, Holy Week & Easter 2011 
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Soup and Sandwich Fundraiser  
for Habitat for Humanity CFC 

Sunday, March 6 at 12 noon  
in Locke Hall, Golden Hill UMC 

 

Enjoy a nourishing meal while supporting a great local mission! 
 

Simple, decent food for simple, decent housing!  Enjoy 5 kinds of delicious 
homemade soup, plus sandwiches, Jamaican patties and desserts. 

 

Enjoy GREAT food and fellowship after church on Sunday, March 6. Invite your 
friends or a newcomer. A Habitat homeowner and Habitat representatives will speak 
about the current program to build affordable housing locally for hardworking families. 
The cost is $10 for adults and $5 for children under 12 (same prices as 2007!) 
Can‘t attend on March 6? Buy a “take-out” quart of soup for $7! It freezes well for 
one of those ―busy evening‖ suppers. 
 
Please make reservations or order “take-out” by March 3.   Please fill out the fol-
lowing reservation form and turn it in to the Golden Hill office, 210 Elm St, Bridgeport, 
CT 06604.  We ask that you please order in advance so the cooks know how much 
soup to make! Checks should be made out to “Golden Hill UMC” with “Soup’n Sand-
wich” in memo. 
 - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  

SOUP AND SANDWICH RESERVATIONS for Sunday, March 6 
 

Name___________________________________________________ 
 
Phone or email____________________________________________ 
 
I / We plan to attend the luncheon on March 6. 

     ______ number of adults @$10 
 ______ number of children under 12 @$5 
 
I would like to order at $7 per quart: 
____Jamaican beef   ____beef vegetable   ____chicken noodle 
____lentil (vegetarian)  ____ minestrone 

    
Please turn in by March 3 to the Golden Hill office or call 203-336-0152. 


